absorbed and acted on the centre of the motor nerves of the eye, both eyeballs would be equally affected; but, on the contrary, the poisoned eye bulges more than the other, hence it is probable that the drug poisons the terminations of the motor nerves of the eye, though the centre of these nerves may also be affected.
The effects of the local application of gelsemium to the rabbit's eye led the investigators to try the drug on the human subject. Wide dilatation of the pupils was produced, but no protuberance of the eyeball was observed. They state that their observations on man show that gelsemium paralyzes the sixth nerve first, for the external rectus is weakened before the other muscles, and it afterwards affects the third nerve, for the inward, upward, and downward movements of the eye are impaired, and ptosis is often marked.
Strange to say, the internal administration of gelsemium produces an effect opposite to that occasioned by its local application with itself.
When given by the mouth in doses sufficient to produce symptoms, in every instance but one it caused contraction of the pupil. The writers confirm the observation of Dr O. Berger, that dilatation of the pupils, in poisoned animals, occurs only when asphyxia from paralysis of respiration has set in, and that artificial respiration at once causes the pupils to contract. They find, as the result of five experiments, that the pupils decidedly contract before dilating when exposed to the topical action of the drug. That the contraction is not due to irritation was proved experimentally.? Lancet, 20th May, 15th July. 
